On Ghatakasha, upadhi, etc.
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Shri Gurubhyo Namah

In Advaita literature such as the bhashyas, the analogy of space within a pot (ghata-akasha) is extensively used
to establish the distinction between the individual self and the Supreme Self as being merely due to limiting
adjuncts (upadhis). Here, various perspectives on this analogy are elaborated through sample sentences. By
reading these sentences, one can gain a multifaceted understanding of the analogy.

A point to be especially noted here:

In the Panchapadika authored by Acharya Padmapada (Shankaracharya's direct disciple), it is stated thus:
"Therefore, the scriptures like "'The unattached one is not tainted' (Brh. Up. 3.9.26), 'This Purusha is unattached'
(Brh. Up. 4.3.15) establish the unattached nature of the Self. But this is not clearly shown. For that purpose, the

analogy of space within a pot is given."

Expounding on this, Acharya Uttamajna, the author of Vaktavya-Kashika commentary (and the foremost
disciple of Acharya Jnaanottama who presided over the Sringeri Peetham from 910-954 AD), says:

/I Anticipating the question "What is the purpose of the pot-space analogy in the scriptures?”, it is stated that
establishing the unattached nature of the Self is the purpose - for that purpose the pot-space analogy is given. //

However, in the well-known ten principal Upanishads, this analogy is not mentioned. Upon searching in other
Upanishads, a few statements have been found that convey the pot-space analogy. They are provided at the end
of this essay.

Those who need the English/other languages translation of the passages below can try getting them done
through this: https://claude.ai/chats
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