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An interesting counterpoint can be found in the work mAdhyamakahridaya by Bhavya, a
sixth century mAdhyamaka buddhist. Prof VVV Gokhale in a paper titled "The Vedanta-
Philosophy described by Bhavya in his Madhyamakahrdaya" (Indo-Iranian Journal, Vol. 2,
No. 3, 1958) presents a description of Vedanta (pre-Sankaran) that was available during
Bhavya's time. He also refers to a situation where the mahAyAna school is criticised as being
similar to vedAnta. In reply, Bhavya generously says that whatever is good in the upaniShads
has also been taught by the Buddha.

In one of the chapters of the Madhyamakahridaya dealing with the hinayAna objections to
mahAyAna, the hinayAna-buddhist criticises the mahAyAna buddhist saying:

o JEITFAHEIAT GG IRIC |
ARTeRIIC ST aT J2T deTedg et |

The mAhAyAna teaching was not spoken of by the Buddha, either because it is not included
in the sUtrAntas, or because like the vedAnta darshana, it teaches heretic paths to salvation.

To this attack, the mahAyAnist replies:

deled o & I Ferere o Ja JEe |
TSeeclegall AT HiGT ar TIeIdr |

Whatever is well said in the vedAnta (upaniShads) has been taught by the Buddha. The
various examples cited by the hinayAna are faulty and what is doubtful must be examined.

Here is an example of pre-Sankaran Buddhist work where the opponent criticises the
mahAyAna school as being similar to vedAnta! The reply of the mahAyAna buddhist is even
more remarkable - there is a concession that the best elements of the upaniShads have been
taught by the Buddha himself.

To argue that advaita borrowed from Buddhism, or Buddhism borrowed from advaita is
missing the larger point - the two schools are similar in many respects, but different

too. Similarity does not imply that one created and the other borrowed, nor does difference
imply the absolute absence of common ground.

20 NRDITIeFT J@D:
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Quotation from Philosophy of Shri Madhvacharya- pp12,13 by Dr. B.N.K. Sharma,
LTH [ Qwd Terie B TOOIKC WDOBDOBT rogd, Xowoghh@toon

[Y uDoNTTON @o.IROFOTD Bt Wi 3 Philosophy of Shri Madhvacharya- ppl2,13 09 ot
LObng MSbRg oo wobMIeS. 8 gondodd @, TEFD WS wone o @ ampodnvdod

!R;'%SSRD_.\ DBOLD‘%@.

Jain Philisophy and moral code have some affinity to Madhva’s thought. The new type
of Vedic sacrifices with flour-made animals [pishta-pashu-yajnas] instead of living animals,
introduced by Madhva as a much needed reform in the Brahminical society was, in all
probability, partly due to the moral pressure and influence of Jain ideas. A powerful community
of Jains inhabited the South Kanara district then, as now. It was also under Jain rule in the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries Madhva’s views on some questions of logic, epistemology and
ontology show many striking parallels to and affinities with corresponding Jain theories notably
on the nature of the Universal [Jati] and in the theory of the self as an object of perception
[Aham sukhi] which is denied by the Advaitin. The recognition of certain types of cognitions
like manahparyaya and Kevala in Jain philosophy corresponds in a measure, to the
Yogipratyaksha and Kevla Pramana of Madhva. The self revelatory capacity of knowledge of the
perceiver :pSoo3: Isaus: is based on trinity. of Jnatr-Jneya- and Jnana, all of them being
admitted to be revealed in knowledge. So also, the Jain conception of substance in relation to its
attributes as distinction of reference and not of existence ok SEnFgio IW as
Haribhadrasuri puts itis perfected by Madhva, by formulating the doctrine of “Savishesha-
bheda™ to hold the substance and attributes together in the integrated mould. The further
distinction of qualities and attributes as “Paryaya” and “Svabhava” in Jain ontology is parallel to
Madhva’s distinction of attributes into “Ayavad- dravyabhavi” and © Yavad-dravyabhavi,” The
Jain dichotomy of reality into “Jiva and Ajiva” appears in the form of “Svatantra and Paratantra™
with greater philosophical aptness and justification as pointed by Jayatirtha. The peculiar
doctrine of Jains that the whole Universe is filled with Jivas is also shared by Madhva So=me

Tpedesd FIoe: wppdoegod: [VIN=Vshnu Tattva Nirnaya]..[Dr. B.N.K. Sharma, Philosophy

of Shri Madhvacharya- pp12,13] [qupted from Advaita Darshana by Shri Chidambarananda-
Dharwad.]

QTT BIB ODDT:  de WB0ow0eR0T (FeTDB) VBT ‘W@ BT Do YIJBFTO Jeardd
083 IRDTT:
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The belief of Madhvaachaarya that only a few attain salvation while the rest cannot, and some
even suffer damnation, is contrary to the teachings of all other Indian religious schools.
Madhvaachaarya may possibly have been influenced by certain Christian missioneries who

during his time had penetrated to India.(see "The spiritual heritage of India'- Swami
PrabhavAnanda).

DT, TooHR DINYY B,Teds DIT BIoT VW 0T, DI M WBD SeeDITYT:

History of Indian Philosophy, Vol.2, Das Gupta says on p.192:

The importance of the Vaisesika was gradually increasing, as it was
gradually more and more adopted by Vaisnava realistic writers,
such as Madhva and his followers, and 1t was supposed that a
refutation of the Vaisesika would also imply a refutation of the
dualistic writers who draw their chief support from Vaidesika
physics and metaphysics.

VR, D, DoBIIDRTY, ‘BRIF T3S 20w WLEHYHTP FERWIMWING:
Bod Pe3 Jeed:
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Dr.B.N.K.Sharma, in an article, referring to Madhva being charged as a ‘Sophist’: He has cited
L ERGELIEEW One opinion is by Dr.S.Radhakrishnan (Indian Philosophy Vol.2.p.258).//

An Attock on S8 Modh ey o the Sowra Puripa 71

o do with elther. Igncennce of the exsct state of philoscphical
sad polemical simosphers during and before the times of Madbvs
aa woll s » failure to reslise the magnitods of Madbva's mied
are alone responaille for the wild ceiticlsm urged fn  certain
quarters that Madhva was o friead of the Nalyiyikss, or the
cther cae urged by the Pandlt-interpolstor [n the Sawrs Purlisa
that be wae o Sophist (e ) and above all for the saphent
comment emanating from a resest writer oo Indian Philosophy
that * Madhvs makes s ofeser use of the NySys-Vaibesiks
dostrines."™ ( Ialics mine )

In the English introduction to the Hindi translation of the 'Sarvadarshana Sangraha' o

Madhavacharya, the author has said that Ramanuja and Madhva are called 'Pracchanna
Tarkika-s'. See image:

* ‘l'hmhm«-wumm
ajfa in the presest work ).

 that s whybe s placed before Madhva. These two
e o) ","u,.m hidden or indirect rationalists

n another Sanskrit book, on the various Darshanas, on p.2, the author, in the Bhumikaa,

says "Ramanuja and Madhva are Pracchanna Tarkikas':

S0oRI Q&3 Jeed:
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g fafaen wifer anfiaemn | TiRkaer fafaen smeafimrar-
fhoma | sneafiawaion (1) Raeraidber %Pdm giforaarfe:
Tt afvrpaTted dtar: (2) wrgifedt sim: (3) | anfkder fefaen:
oTeHaTeT FrjoneraTeTar | mpeneraet fafderamiser: s |
aifdser fefeen: yeomafe: wediben | raeamfdber fgfaen: raadar:
TACATAT | TEBHT IFSAT: (4) | SACEAT HIEAT: (5) | Az

Gaudiyas' discussion: /I see a design of God here. The
mAyAvAdIs had devised such wild theories to support their stand, there was a dire need for an "equal and opposing

force”. As | see it, these Maadhvas have been invested by Krishna Himself with His own power to debate endlessly.

Its a God given gift. They are born to think like that. It is not without reason that they are called "pracchanna tarkika"
i.e. disguised logicians (as a pejorative like pracchnna bauddha - disguised buddhists for the mAyAvAdis)//

0D med c?)zndoéoad D.3.3e @peerio T m@;ﬁ)rﬁw SBRYODI md)asri%iaig( 5&.33
S798w9T: (Chaturmata Saara sangrahah of Srimat Appayya Dikshitendra): QEWTQ ©3,,3, 35083
35003,43 (33-V2@9,33,43), TaTTarby @) g, DB WDRESAW’. SwodT Fe3 el
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(& )YTHIUAT 93d: YOS FarfasTasguids,
A STHOTE = G ITae R W o
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Advaita and Buddhism - A study by SSS
Here is a pdf on the above topic. Sri Satchidanandendra Sarswati Swamina (SSS) has studied the
Madhyamika Karika-s of Nagarjuna along with the commentary of Chandrakirti and also the Karika-s of
Gaudapada and given an account of how Advaita and Buddhism differ.
I thank my friend Sri Pramod Bharadwaj for his effort in making this document in a convenient pdf
format from a larger book of the author.
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